Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary
DM790 – Proposal Research and Writing
Fall 2025
 
Dr. Gennifer Brooks
E-mail: Gennifer.brooks@garrett.edu
Phone: 917-297-7557

Office Hours: N/A 

Class Format:  Online Synchronous & Asynchronous

Course Description:
This course helps students integrate skills and insights in project design, research methodology, and the specifics of their track concentration into a draft research proposal. Students will also be guided in the creation and submission of the Human Subjects Research document for submission to the HSR Committee.  Course readings, lectures, and student activities will focus on the structural, theoretical, and practical aspects of developing and writing major components of their project proposals. 
The structure of the course includes synchronous meetings of the entire group, asynchronous assignments, and individual meetings with the instructor to ensure that the final document meets the requirements of the DMin proposal, and that it can be used appropriately in the completion of their practical DMin project. There will be 5 synchronous sessions during the fall term. The schedule is provided later in the syllabus.

Course Outcomes:
As the student fulfills the requirements of this course, the student will learn to…
1. Develop familiarity with the program requirements for the structure, style, and content of the project proposal necessary for completing the project and producing the project report.
2. Expand on the research question developed in DM702 – Research Design and Methodology, including the project purpose, thesis statement, project outcomes, and select the appropriate research approach(es), data collection method(s), and method of data analysis for their proposal. 
3. Analyze contexts of ministry, administrative practices, relevant literature, and the experiences of people served in ministry in concert with their proposed ministry project.
4. Practice skills of a reflective practical theologian who thinks critically, theologically, and practically about ministry.
5. Draft a scholarly research project proposal indicative of their critical theological and practical assessment of a ministry context.

Corresponding assessment instruments:
1. In-Class Assignments
2. Pre-Class, In-Class, and Post-Class Assignments
3. In-Class Assignment
4. Pre-Class, In-Class, and Post-Class Assignments
5. Post-Class Assignments

Class Assumptions and Expectations:
1. That all students have read and are familiar with the requirements of the DMin degree as set out in the Doctor of Ministry Handbook. 
2. That all students have read and are familiar with the class syllabus and therefore responsible for meeting all class requirements. 
3. That all students will both consult Canvas for class assignments and be attentive to all updates of course information, provided both in-class and on Canvas, so that all assigned material will be read, all assignments will be completed as specified and on schedule.  
4. That all students understand and adhere to the GETS policies on plagiarism noting that in addition to the GETS policy on plagiarism, this course defines plagiarism as including words that are spoken. If someone else’s words or ideas are included in or directly shape your spoken assignment, they must be verbally acknowledged in addition to being cited in the manuscript. Failure to do so constitutes an act of plagiarism. (see Student Handbook). 
5. That the schedule and syllabus may be modified and additional material may be added as the professor considers necessary to the course and the development of students. However, any changes that have the potential to adversely impact students will be made in consultation with the students. 
6. That there will be no extensions allowed past the end of the term.

Selected Texts: Following is a list of possible texts that may be used by students. Please DO NOT PURCHASE any of these textbooks. The list of approved texts will be developed in the first class. 
· Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, Joseph M. Williams, Joseph Bizup, William T. Fitzgerald. The Craft of Research, Fourth Edition. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2016.
· Deborah Court. Qualitative Research and Intercultural Understanding: Conducting Qualitative Research in Multicultural Settings. New York, NY: Routledge, 2017. 
· John W. Creswell and Johanna Creswell Baez, 30 Essential Skills for the Qualitative Researcher, Second Edition. Thousand Oaks: SAGE Publications, 2021.
· John W. Creswell and Cheryl N. Poth. Qualitative Inquiry & Research Design: Choosing Among Five Approaches. 5th ed. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE, 2024.
· Sensing, Tim. Qualitative Research: A Multi-Methods Approach to Projects for Doctor of Ministry Theses. 2nd ed. Eugene, Oregon: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2022. 
· John Swinton and Harriet Mowatt. Practical Theology and Qualitative Research. 2nd ed. London: SCM Press, 2016. 
 
Secondary Texts (available digitally)
All forms must be reviewed with the professor and with the advisor (if different from the class professor)
1. The GETS DMin Handbook 2023-2024 or 2024-2025 
2. Human Subjects Review Application Form 
3. GETS Proposal Submission Form for Approval by the D.Min. Committee 
4. Admission to Candidacy Form 
5. Graduation Form 
6. Research in Ministry (RIM) Submission Form

Class Files
As necessary and appropriate, course files will be made available on Canvas. They may include video lectures, class PowerPoint files, digital readings, and other assignments.

Guidelines for Class Participation and Engagement of Professor and Peers 
· Given the fact that all students and currently engaged in practical ministry, the requirements of and participation in graduate education can be linked to mental and physical health issues. This instructor is sensitive to that reality, and the course is rooted in the conviction that theological education should be good for the body, the mind, and the soul. As such, if anything happens during the term that adversely affects your health and/or wellbeing, you may inform the instructor about it in whatever way is most comfortable for you, in the assurance of being treated with confidentiality, and allow the instructor to work with you to meet both your own needs and the requirements of this course.
· GETS and the instructor are committed to an inclusive theological agenda. The use of neutral, expansive, or emancipatory language in reference to God and human beings is a requirement for all written and oral work, and it is strongly encouraged in all other written or oral communications. 
· Use of naming language: All students should be referred to by the names and pronouns that they use. Attending to using the correct names and pronouns is a key part of fulfilling our institutional mission to be an inclusive community that follows the way of Jesus. If I accidentally use an incorrect name or gender pronoun when addressing you or if the Garrett registration system contains an inaccurate name, please feel free to let me know, in whatever manner makes you comfortable, what name or pronouns you use, and I will make every effort to correct that error. 
Class Assignments and Grading:	
Pre-Class Assignment: 
· Review the textbooks and material on Qualitative Research studied in DM702. Be prepared to share your experience of the assigned texts or any texts on the subject that you have used previously. 
· Be as specific as possible with the usefulness of the selected texts.
· Make yourself familiar with the GETS DMin Handbook 2023-2024 or 2024-2025. Pay attention to the sections: Mid-Program Phase, Candidacy Phase including Program Output, Process from Defense through Graduation, and the Rubric for Assessing the Project Paper.

Class Assignments:
1. Following the class discussion on appropriate textbooks, create and submit a list of at least 3 and no more than 5 books that you will use in the development of your project and your creation of the project report.  Due: September 9, 2025 – 10%
2. Prepare a report on your selected ministry practice that contains the following: 
· A proposed problematic (the problem or issue you seek to address) in one sentence in one supporting paragraph. 
· A proposed thesis in one sentence in one supporting paragraph laying out how you anticipate that your project will answer the problematic. 
· A description of the ministry setting (e.g., a local congregation, a cluster group, a judicatory, a chaplaincy). 
· At least three learning goals based on the following characteristics: 
· Yourself: At least one goal that explains how this project will make you a more proficient practitioner of the practice of ministry you are engaging through your project. 
· Your Ministry Setting: Include at least one goal explaining how the ministry setting in which you engage the project will develop a stronger capacity to continue engaging in the practice of ministry it explores through your project. 
· The Wider Church: There should be at least one goal that explains how your project may be of benefit to other similar ministry settings.
· Identification of at least three key biblical and theological concepts that help to shape the project with a supporting paragraph for each. 
· Describe in brief the methodology(ies) that will be used to implement your project.
· Outline a sketch of the scope process of data collection you plan to engage.
Due September 23, 2025 – 15%
3. Develop an initial annotated bibliography of pertinent literature and identify ten key pieces of literature dealing with the specific practice of ministry. Due September 30, 2025 – 10%
4. The proposed timeline for completion of the project including a sketch and the anticipated submission date of individual chapters (as outlined in the handbook) and all relevant activities mentioned in the above material. Due October 7, 2025 – 10%

Instructor Review Meetings: 
· Each student will schedule time with the instructor to review their material and receive necessary feedback that will facilitate their completion of the required documents: Scheduling dates: Between October 13 and 21, 2025
· Available Dates and Times for Review. Students must have completed and submitted all documents required before meeting with the instructor. Each session will be no more than 2 hours per student.

Review Schedule:
· Monday, October 13
· 10:00 – 12:00: __________________
· 12:30 – 2:30:	__________________
· 3:00 – 5:00:	__________________
· Wednesday, October 15
· 10:00 – 12:00: __________________
· 12:30 – 2:30:	__________________
· 3:00 – 5:00:	__________________
· Thursday, October 16
· 10:00 – 12:00: __________________
· 12:30 – 2:30:	__________________
· 3:00 – 5:00:	__________________
· Monday, October 20
· 10:00 – 12:00: __________________
· 12:30 – 2:30:	__________________
· Tuesday, October 21
· 10:00 – 12:00: __________________
· 12:30 – 2:30:	__________________

Post-Class Assignment: 
· A final draft of the complete research proposal as outlined in the program handbook. 
· Completed HSR documents for submission to the HSR committee in the February 2026 meeting. Due: December 9, 2025.

Grading:
· Preparation and class participation:		10%
· Pre-class Assignment				10%
· Class Assignments				45%
· Review Meeting				10%
· Post-class Assignment			25%
· Total					100%

Schedule of the 5 Synchronous Class Sessions. 
Each session will be held for 3 hours from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on the days listed.	

Class Session 1: September 2, 2025 
Class Focus: Review of course requirements and discussion and selection of research texts
Assignment: See Pre-Class Assignment (above)

Class Session 2: September 9, 2025 
Class Focus: Review and discussion of Qualitative Research requirements and practices
Assignment: Read the Research Texts assigned and prepare an annotated bibliography of each text.

Class Session 3: September 23, 2025		
Class Focus: Understanding The Research Question and the Project Thesis; Designing and Administering an Interview Protocol; Collecting Data w/ Marginalized Populations
Assignment: Read material on Research methodologies and their connection to the stated research question and the complimentary thesis statement. Be prepared to discuss how these elements relate to your ministry project and how they facilitate data gathering. 

Class Session 4: September 30, 2025
Class Focus: Scholarly Writing. Using and referencing bibliographic material: Quotes, footnotes and endnotes  
Assignment: Read the appropriate sections of: A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations: Chicago Style for Students & Researchers

Class Session 5: October 14, 2025
Class Focus: Data Collection, Thesis Application, Report Creation
Assignment: Read carefully the sections of the DMin Handbook related to the development of the Project Report and other required documents that must be submitted and approved prior to completion of the project.

Selected Bibliography:
Adler, Emily Stier and Roger Clark. An Invitation to Social Research: How Its Done. Stamford: Cengage Learning, 2015.
Ammerman, Nancy T., Jackson W. Carroll, Carl S. Dudley, and William McKinney. Studying Congregations: A New Handbook. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998.
Creswell, John W., and J. David Creswell, eds., Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches. Los Angeles: SAGE, 2018.
Creswell, John W. and Cheryl N. Poth, Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing Among Five Approaches. Los Angeles: SAGE, 2018.
DeWalt, Kathleen M., and Billie R. DeWalt, Participant Observation: A Guide for Fieldworkers, 2nd edition. Lanham: AltaMira Press, 2011.
Galvan, Jose L. and Melisa C. Galvan, Writing Literature Reviews: A Guide for Students of the Social and Behavioral Sciences. New York: Routledge, 2017.
Graff, Gerald, Cathy Birkenstein and Russel Durst, They Say, I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing with Readings, 3rd edition. New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 2014.
Hesse-Biber, Sharlene Nagy and Patricia Leavy (editors), Handbook of Emergent Methods. New York: The Guilford Press, 2010.
Lipson, Charles, Cite Right: A Quick Guide to Citation Styles - MLA, APA, Chicago, the Sciences, Professions, and More, 3rd edition. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2018.
Vyhmeister, Nancy Jean and Terry Dwain Robertson, Quality Research Papers: For Students of Religion and Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 2020.

Appendix:
The following material is available in the DMin Handbook and is included only as a guide as you engage the task of developing your Project Proposal and other required documents.
 Research Project Proposal Elements [approximately 10-15 pages, single-spaced in length, excluding appendix and should be submitted to the OSAT and FACT for their review and approval.

Front Matter 
· Research Project Proposal Draft #
· Matriculation Date
· Projected Defense Date:
· Projected Graduation Date:
· Track:
· Advisor:
· OSAT Members:
· FACT Members:
· Pending Coursework as of July, 2021 [list name of course and semester when the course will be completed]

Research Proposal
· Working Title:
· Problem in Ministry (A single question you are proposing to answer through your project)
· Ministry Site(s) in which the research project will be administered
· Research Purpose
· Research Question(s)
· Working Hypothesis/Thesis
· Key Biblical and Theological Concepts
· Literature Review and Bibliography
· Proposed Learning Goals: for yourself, the ministry site(s), and the wider church
· Methodology

Appendix
· Timeline/Calendar to Graduation
· Protocols
· Project Report Chapter Outline
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