Course: 608- Strategies for Social Change
Course Description

This course examines the strategies employed by individuals and communities to bring about
social change, including Self-Help Programs, Direct Service, Education for Transformation,
Advocacy, and Organizing. While all five methods will be analyzed, organizing will serve as the
primary framework through which the others are interpreted and evaluated. Through an
exploration of pivotal social movements—ifrom the Civil Rights Movement and the United Farm
Workers (UFW) to the #NoDAPL movement and the case of Vincent Chin—students will
analyze how communities mobilize collective power to pursue justice and transformation.

Students will also participate in an experiential learning component through a site visit with a
Chicago-based organization (or, for remote students, an approved organization in their local
context) to observe organizing strategies in practice.
Date and Time: Thursday evenings, 6:30 — 9:30 p.m.
Learning Goals
Knowing
o Understand the theological and sociological, and ethical foundations of various strategies
for social change.
e Analyze how organizing connects and strengthens other methods such as direct service,
education, and advocacy.
Doing
e Apply ethnographic and reflective methods to evaluate strategies for social change in
context.
o Engage with a local organization to experience organizing in practice.
Being
o Develop the ability to critically and empathetically engage with communities seeking
justice.
e Articulate one’s own theological and ethical stance toward organizing and social
transformation.
Course Modules

Module 1: Frameworks and Theories of Social Change

e Overview of five strategies: Self-Help, Direct Service, Education for Transformation,
Advocacy, Organizing.



o Theological and sociological roots of organizing as a method.
Module 2: Organizing as the Heart of Transformation

e Analyze moments in organizing history that shifted public consciousness and policy.
e Case studies:

o The Civil Rights Movement

o United Farm Workers (UFW)

o #noDAPL movement

o Vincent Chin case and Asian American organizing

Module 3: Practice and Reflection

e Chicago-based site visit
o Integrate experiences and readings into a final reflection or praxis project.
e Students connect course methods to their vocational or ministry contexts.

Assessments

e Weekly Reflections on readings and methods (25%)

e Organizing Case Study Presentation — group (25%)

o Site Visit Reflection Paper (20%)

o Final Project: A 10-page analytical paper that examines a specific issue within the
student’s community and proposes an organizing strategy to promote social change
(30%). Readings

Readings

Estes, Nick. Our History Is the Future: Standing Rock Versus the Dakota Access Pipeline, and
the Long Tradition of Indigenous Resistance. London: Verso Books, 2019.

e [SBN-13: 9781786636727
e Price on Amazon: $13.47

Ross, Rosetta E. Witnessing and Testifying: Black Women, Religion, and Civil Rights.
Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 2003.

e ISBN 13: 9780800636036.
e Price on Amazon: $26.00.

Sen, Rinku. Stir It Up: Lessons in Community Organizing and Advocacy. 1st ed. San Francisco:
Jossey-Bass, 2003.

e ISBN: 978-0787965334
e Price on Amazon: $40.00 (Paperback)



Stacey K. Sowards, ;Si, Ella Puede!: The Rhetorical Legacy of Dolores Huerta and the United
Farm Workers (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2019)

e [SBN-13: 9781477317662 (hardcover)
e Price on Amazon: $29.95

Yoo, Paula. From a Whisper to a Rallying Cry: The Killing of Vincent Chin and the Trial that
Galvanized the Asian American Movement. New York: Norton Young Readers, 2021.

e [SBN-13:9781477317662
e Price on Amazon: $28



