May 2026 3 Credit Hours

(ETH-657) REGENERATIVE ETHICS:
THEORY, DESIGN, PRACTICE

Instructor: Dr. Timothy Eberhart

Email: timothy.eberhart@garrett.edu

Dates/Modality: May 17-22 Summit (In-Person), May - August Assignments (Online)
Location: Holy Wisdom Monastery, Madison, WI

Course Description

The environmental crises facing human communities worldwide present a host of difficult moral
and practical questions for the Christian life. The overlapping problems of ecological
degradation, resource depletion, climate disruption, and more reveal the urgent need for systemic
and regenerative changes within each sphere of our personal, social, economic, and public lives
today. This course introduces students to the fundamental principles and tasks of complex
systems theory, regenerative development and design, and a variety of ecological praxes in the
context of Christian moral reflection for the sake of building up leaders equipped to envision,
design, and implement ministries of socio-ecological regeneration. Students meet the
participation requirements of the course by attending a 6-day, in-person Midwest Bioregional
Summit, which is tied to the Center for Ecological Regeneration’s Hope for Creation eco-
curriculum for congregations, and will thus learn alongside clergy and laity from participating
congregations. The course is a requirement in the Ecological Regeneration concentration and is
open to students who have completed either (THEO: 820) Ecological Theology: God and
Creation in Travail or (CL: 621) Earth Ministry for Ecological Renewal.

Student Learning Outcomes

Students who graduate from this course will be able to:

1. Describe the basic terminology, principles, and logics of systems theory in relation to
multiple planetary crises.

2. Identify the systemic roots of and connections between the environmental, economic, and
socio-political crises facing human communities worldwide.

3. Integrate theological, ethical, practical ecological understandings of regeneration.
4. Apply and advocate for regenerative practices.
5. Design a regenerative ministry project for future implementation.



Required Texts

Hawken, Paul, Regeneration: Ending the Climate Crisis in One Generation (Penguin Books,
2021, ISBN-13: 978-0143136972)

Hemenway, Toby, Gaia’s Garden: A Guide to Home-Scale Permaculture (Chelsea Green
Publishing, 2009, ISBN-13: 978-1603580298)

Lerch, Daniel, ed., The Community Resilience Reader: Essential Resources for an Era of
Upheaval 2nd ed. (Island Press, 2017, ISBN-13: 978-1610918602)

Mang, Pamela and Ben Haggard, Regenerative Development and Design: A Framework for
Evolving Sustainability (Wiley, 2016, ISBN-13: 978-1118972861)

Nelson, Melissa K. and Dan Shilling, Traditional Ecological Knowledge: Learning from
Indigenous Practices for Environmental Sustainability (Cambridge University Press, 2018,
ISBN-13: 978-1108428569)

Rasmussen, Larry L., Earth-honoring Faith: Religious Ethics in a New Key (Oxford University
Press, 2012, ISBN-13: 978-0190245740)

Course Requirements

A. Pre-Summit Reading & Summaries —20%

a. Review the Hope for Creation Curriculum (Fall ‘25, Winter ‘25-26, and Spring *26)
by watching the videos, skimming the readings, and familiarizing yourself with the
figure/movement spotlights, facilitator guides, ecological practices, and discussion
prompts for all 21 weeks (before May 1, day/time TBD, meet with Dr. Eberhart and
classmates to discuss the curriculum and prepare for Summit).

b. Read Gaia’s Garden (chapters 1-3 and your choice of 2 chapters from Part Two and 3
chapters from Part three) and Traditional Ecological Knowledge (chapters 1-3, 5-7, 9,
and 11) and submit a summary outline of each text (due by May 15, 5 pages each,
single-spaced).

B. Summit Participation —20%

Attend the May 17-22 Midwest Bioregional Summit, participate in all of the scheduled activities,
and contribute your knowledge, observations, and questions in ways supportive of the
congregational participants.



C. Systems Theory Terms and Application Quiz — 20%

a. Based on your reading of The Community Resilience Reader (chapters 1-10),
complete an online quiz demonstrating your knowledge of the basic terminology,
principles, and logic of systems theory and your ability to apply them in relation to
multiple, overlapping planetary crises (due by June 5).

D. Regenerative Ministry Design Project (8 pages, double-spaced, Times Roman, 1-inch
margins) — 40%

a. Read Earth-Honoring Faith and Regenerative Development and Design.
b. Skim Regeneration.

¢. Based upon the course readings and Summit participation, design a proposed
regenerative ministry project. The form your design project should take is that of an
exploratory blueprint toward future implementation rather than that of a fixed
proposal. Your completed assignment should include the following elements:

1. Integration of a theo-ethical understanding of “earth honoring faith” as an integrative
framework for your ministry project (be theological).

2. Recognition of the realities of socio-ecological crisis as the context in which you are
designing a ministry project (be bold).

3. Application of at least 5 principles of regenerative development and design (be ecological).

(Due August 3)




Grading Scale

94-100
90-93
87-89
84-86
80-83

A 77-79 C+
A- 74-76 C
B+ 70-73 C-
B 60-69 D
B-

Academic Policies

Academic Policies

All students are required to abide by the academic policies detailed in the Academic
Handbook for the current academic year. The following policies are of particular

importance to the successful completion of one’s coursework:

Writing

Academic integrity and plagiarism: (See 2425 Handbook, 13, 69-75) All
professors are required to respond to all suspected incidents of academic
dishonesty, especially plagiarism. Repeated incidents of plagiarism or
academic dishonesty may result in dismissal from the school.

Writing and citations: The Turabian Manual for Writers and the Chicago
Manual of Style footnote/bibliography format provide the standard formats
for all introductory courses. Basic information on these formats is available
online here. In advanced courses an instructor may require another style
guide appropriate to the discipline (such as APA). (2425 Handbook, 71)

Writing Support: The Writing Center at Garrett-Evangelical offers programs
to support all students’ theological research and writing. See
https://www.garrett.edu/student-life/student-services “Writing Center” for
more detailed information.

Attendance and Class Participation

Inclusivity/Diversity: The basic commitments of the seminary to mutual
love and searching for the truth in Christ lead to a principle that in the
classroom and in course assignments, persons are always to be respected
and ideas are to be freely discussed....All participants in the teaching-learning



process have an obligation to honor and respect varying perspectives on
relevant issues. (See 2425 Handbook, 10-11)

Attendance and lateness policies: Attendance is required. Students who
miss more than 20% of the class sessions (e.g.,, more than 2 classes in the
weekly schedule, a proportionate amount for other class formats) should not
expect to pass the class. (2425 Handbook, 20-21)

Some faculty may limit on the usage of electronic devices such as cell phones
during class. At the least, all devices should be silenced during the whole of a
class session.

Academic Accommodations

Al Policy

Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary is committed to providing the
most accessible learning environment as possible for students with
disabilities. Should you anticipate or experience disability-related barriers in
the academic setting, please contact the Director of Academic Support and
Student Thriving (melanie.baffes@garrett.edu or 847-866-3869) to get
started with the established accommodation process. If you are a continuing
student who has already established accommodations with Student Access,
you should receive a copy of your access letter at the start of the semester
when it is emailed to the faculty member of each course you are enrolled in.
Please contact your instructors prior to the first class session so the
instructor can work with you to implement your disability accommodations.
Disability information, including academic accommodations as part of a
student’s educational record, is confidential under FERPA regulations, so no
one other than the access coordinator, Academic Affairs staff, and your
professors will see your accommodation letter (2425 Handbook, 13).
Extensions: For Masters students, extensions, if granted, are normally for
four weeks following the last day of class in spring and fall semesters or the
final due date for coursework for January and summer terms. Extensions
may not exceed three months following the end of the term. (2425
Handbook, 21)

The use of Al technology must be in consultation and agreement with the instructor(s).
With the permission of the instructor(s), Al technology may be used for research, writing,
editing/proofreading, note-taking, image and video creation, disability assistance, and
other classroom matters. Since the development of Al technology is ongoing, the
instructor(s) and the students must constantly remind, exchange, and update each other
about their concerns and use of Al technology for the duration of the course. Moreover, the
instructor(s) has the prerogative to prohibit the use of Al technology in his/her/their
classroom due to the fluidity of the development of Al technology. If the instructor(s) are
intentionally using Al technology for teaching, grading, and/or other classroom matters,



then the instructor(s) are required to disclose this and are encouraged to allow the

students to use Al technology as aforementioned.

This course uses Al in the following ways:

Not Allowed Allowed with appropriate
acknowledgment

Allowed and no
acknowledgement needed

Generative Al help
with papers (generating topics,
ideas, outlines, arguments)

Generative Al help

with writing (paraphrasing,
summarizing, generating
language for assignments)

Generative Al help
with reading (summarizing or

outlining reading assignments)

Editing, polishing, or revising
paper drafts

Proofreading
Presentation design

Citation generation
Research

Note-taking

Language translation

Language assistance for non-
native English speakers

You must consult the professor(s) for uses not mentioned above.

To properly cite the use of Al in Chicago/Turabian style, access this

link: https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/ganda/data/faq/topics/Documentation/fag0422.html.




