Early Christian Art:

(Including Art, Iconography, Architecture, and Sacred Space)
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary HIST 616
Course Syllabus: Spring 2026
PREREQUISITE: HIST 501 (History 1)

Course Taught By:

Dr. James L. Papandrea, M.Div., Ph.D.
Professor of Church History and Historical Theology
e-mail: jim.papandrea@garrett.edu
website: www.JimPapandrea.com
Office Hours: By Appointment

This course is taught IN PERSON, in the weekend format, on campus. Mandatory in person
meetings will be held Friday 1 pm - 6 pm and Saturday 10 am — 6 pm CT, on these dates:
February 20 & 21, March 20 & 21, April 24 & 25
(Students may not register for this course if they cannot be present at all three weekends.)

Course Description:

This course is a study of Christian visual art, iconography, and architecture from the first
centuries of the Christian era into the middle ages. The emergence of Christian art and
architecture is explored in the context of the political and religious transformations taking place
during the time period under consideration, beginning with the setting of the Roman Empire
and transitioning through the Constantinian Era, the Byzantine period in the Christian East
(including the iconoclastic controversy), and the Carolingian dynasty in the Christian West.

Student Learning Outcomes: As a result of the course, students will be able to...

1) Recognize and describe the significance of early Christian symbolism and recurring motifs in
early Christian art.

2) Speak intelligently about early Christian practice involving sacred space, and the early
Christian art, architecture, and material remains as media that teach us about the devotional
practices, liturgies, developing doctrines, and scriptural interpretations of early Christians.

3) Make connections between the documentary evidence studied in the intro course and the
archaeological evidence and other material culture which supplements our understanding of the
history of Christian thought and practice that can be gained through the consideration of
written texts alone.

4) Understand the significance of architecture as both art for art's sake (that is, for the glory of
God as reason enough) and as a medium for conveying a message.

5) See artistic works in their historical context, and as the subject of debate and controversy.




Required Textbooks (prices are from Amazon as of October 2025):

1) Aquilina, Mike. Signs and Mysteries: Revealing Ancient Christian Symbols
(Our Sunday Visitor, 2008) ISBN: 978-1592764501- about $22

2) Jensen, Robin. Understanding Early Christian Art
(New York, NY: Routledge, 2000) ISBN: 978-1000924480 - about $22

3) Jensen, Robin. 7he Cross: History, Art, and Controversy
(Harvard University Press, 2023) ISBN: 978-0674979291 — about $31

4) Longnecker, Bruce. The Cross Before Constantine: The Early Life of a Christian Symbo/
(Fortress Press, 2015) ISBN: 978-1451490305 - about $27

5) MacMullen, Ramsay. The Second Church: Popular Christianity AD 200 — 400
(SBL Press, 2009) ISBN: 978-1589834033 — about $28

6) Papandrea, James L. ROME: A Pilgrim’s Guide to the Eternal City — Second Edition
(make sure you get the 2" edition, Cascade Books, 2025) ISBN: 979-8385206643 — about $42

7) Papandrea, James L. Readling the Church Fathers: A History of the Early Church and the
Development of Doctrine - REVISED VERSION This is for review, and you should already have
this from History 1. If you took History 1 before 2022 and had the older version of the book, you
will need to get the new one. (Sophia Institute Press, 2022) ISBN: 978-1644136560.

Class Schedule & Topics:

The readings and preparation for each unit are to be done BEFORE each weekend meeting.

February 20 & 21 — Symbols and Cemeteries
READ: Longenecker, The Cross Before Constantine
READ: Aquilina, Signs and Mysteries
READ: Papandrea, ROME: A Pilgrim’s Guide, chapters 1-3

March 20 & 21 — Churches from Constantine to Charlemagne
READ: MacMullen, The Second Church
READ: Jensen, Understanding Early Christian Art
READ: Papandrea, ROME: A Pilgrim’s Guide, Chapter 4 (excerpts)

March 27 — Manuscript Draft Due



April 24 & 25 - Controversies and Crucifixes - Student Final Presentations
REVIEW: Papandrea, Reading the Church Fathers, pp. 412-414
READ: Jensen, The Cross

Final Project:
The final project will be a presentation to colleagues on a particular work of art in its historical

context. In lieu of a midterm, students will hand in a rough draft of the manuscript for the
presentation, to which the professor will give feedback, so that it can be polished in preparation
for the presentation. Presentations will be in the last weekend of the in-person meetings.

NB: All work for this course must conform to accepted standards of academic ethics, including,
but not limited to, the understanding that cheating and plagiarism are unacceptable (cf.
Jeremiah 23:30!), and may result in failure of the course (all students are expected to read and
understand the relevant sections of the Academic Handbook for further information about
plagiarism). Copying and pasting from the internet or any other source (even with changes) is a
form of plagiarism. No outside research is needed for this course, and students may not use
internet searches for help on written assignments. The use of an Al or any other writing service
does constitute academic cheating and will be treated as a form of plagiarism (NOTE:
TRANSLATION ALGORYTHMS SUCH AS GOOGLE TRANSLATE AND SIMILAR ARE CONSIDERED
Als and ARE NOT TO BE USED FOR YOUR PAPERS). Even the reuse of your own work from
outside the course, if used without citation, constitutes a form of plagiarism/cheating. Students
are not allowed to share their essays (finished or unfinished) with other students. Study groups
are encouraged, but students may not collaborate on written assignments. Students who need
editorial help on writing assignments may not consult other students, but must go to the
academic advising/writing center for help. All professors are required to respond to all
suspected incidents of academic dishonesty, especially plagiarism. Incidents of plagiarism or
academic dishonesty may result in dismissal from the school. The use of an Al for writing the
papers (including Grammarly or similar tools) may result in failure of the course.

Please note that permission is not granted to record this course or any discussions that take
place during this course. No one is allowed to record video or audio, without permission from
the professor. Permission may be granted for the recording of audio only, in the case of a
necessary accommodation for a documented disability. If any part of the course will be recorded
for reasons of disability accommodation, all students will be informed that the course is being
recorded. It may not be possible for the identity of the person for whom it is being recorded to
remain confidential. Resulting audio-recordings are only for the personal use of a person with
documented accommodations. Recordings or transcripts may not be shared, or posted
anywhere, and are to be destroyed at the conclusion of the course. Garrett-

Evangelical Theological Seminary is committed to providing the most accessible

learning environment as possible for students with disabilities. Should you anticipate or
experience disability-related barriers in the academic setting, please contact the Director of
Academic Support and Student Thriving (melanie.baffes@garrett.edu or 847-866-3869) to get




started with the established accommodation process. If you are a continuing student who has
already established accommodations with Student Access, you should receive a copy of your
access letter at the start of the semester when it is emailed to the faculty member of each course
you are enrolled in. Disability information, including academic accommodations as part of a
student’s educational record, is confidential under FERPA regulations, so no one other than the
access coordinator and your professors will see your accommodation letter.

Al and Internet Policy

The use of Al tools is not allowed in this course. Some limited internet use is allowed:

Not Allowed Allowed with appropriate Allowed and no
acknowledgment acknowledgement needed
e Internet search engines,| ¢ Internet sources e Online conferencing
with or without Al (websites) and collaboration
assistance _ recommended by the applications (such as
e Generative Al help with
. professor Teams or Zoom) are
papers (generating I ‘ ble f onal
topics, ideas, outlines, e Internet sources known acceptable for optiona
arguments) to the student to be study groups or
o Generative Al help with both trustworthy and conversation, but not
writing (paraphrasing, directly relevant to the for collaboration on
summarizing, subject matter (that is, assignments — each
ger.leratlng language for not too general) may be student must produce a
assignments) . oo . .
used with the specific unique project or




Generative Al help with
reading (summarizing
or outlining reading
assignments)
Language translation
Language assistance for
non-native English
speakers

Editing, polishing, or
revising paper drafts
Proofreading
Presentation design
Citation generation
Research

Note-taking

permission of the

professor — request
permission by sending

a link to the professor
in an email, FROM
YOUR GARRETT EMAIL
ACCOUNT —the
professor will not click
on links that come from
outside email accounts

written assignment, as
appropriate

You must consult the professor(s) for uses not mentioned above.




