INT 690/691: Senior Colloquy and Project 2025-2026
Syllabus in Outline
(The full syllabus and all assignment details will be on the course Canvas page.)

Professors:
Brian Bantum Mark Teasdale
Email: brian.bantum@garrett.edu Email: mark.teasdale@garrett.edu

Teaching Assistant:
Grant Showalter-Swanson, Teaching Assistant
grant.swanson@garrett.edu

Note: There are no required books for this class. All readings will be provided on the course
Canvas site. Although this year-long course is fully online and asynchronous, there will be a
synchronous orientation session in the first week of class in the Fall Semester.

Course Objectives:
The purpose of the Senior Colloquy and project is to provide a context through which students
demonstrate the ability to integrate the curricular components of the M.Div. degree and their
capacity for public theological reflection. The colloquy/project is a year-long process by means
of which students develop, step-by-step, a considered theological and practical response to a
problem, dilemma, and/or concern emerging in and from a particular context. Through this
project students will demonstrate:

e arobust theological imagination rooted in the disciplines studied in the degree

¢ analysis and response to systemic evil, racism, and injustice

e creative linking of practice and theory

e problem-solving

¢ self-awareness and emotional intelligence

o clarity about what the gospel is and how to communicate it

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of the senior colloquy process, students will be able to

e describe a situation in its personal, social, historical, cultural, and religious dimensions
(with particular attention to the analysis of evil, racism, and injustice);

e utilize insights from biblical studies, history, theology, ethics and the practice of
ministry, to give accurate and informed testimony to the activity of the living God in
response to a concrete situation;

e identify and explain what the gospel is and how to communicate it;

e construct a theological and practical response that offers insight and guidance to a
particular local situation, integrating description, interpretation, and analysis for the
sake of constructive thinking and planning;

e provide accurate and complete explanations of key concepts and theories using media
forms that are appropriate to the situation and prepared in a professional manner; and


mailto:grant.swanson@garrett.edu

e demonstrate self-awareness by reflecting on one’s own learning and one’s identity as a
pastor/leader.

Assignments & Grading:

Discussion Forum posts on biblical texts and articles: Each of the six major units of this course
begins with student responses to a biblical text and to an article on the intersection of practice
and theology. Responses will be shared and discussed in writing within small groups. Responses
to the biblical texts will focus on four questions: Who is God in this text? What is God doing and
with whom? What is God calling us to do? To what specific end does God call us to do this?
Responses to the essays will focus on two questions: How does this author connect theology
and practice? What are the implications of the way the author makes this connection for my
own work?

Portfolio Projects: Students will demonstrate the course learning outcomes through the
development of a portfolio of six primary assignments. The work at each stage of the process
will be undertaken in the context of small peer groups, through which students provide each
other critical feedback about their work as well as ongoing support.

Peer Review: For portfolio assignments 1-5, you will review and comment on draft versions of
the assignments from those in your small group. After you have completed your peer reviews of
each of the primary assignments, you will also review your colleagues concerning the timeliness
of submission of their work, the timeliness and quality of their review of your work, and the
way in which they received the feedback you gave to them.

The final grade for the course is as follows:

Fall:
Assignment 1: 15%
Assignment 2: 15%
Assignment 3: 30%
Bible and Essay Discussion Forums: 20%
Peer review process: 20%
Spring:

Assignment 4: 30%

Assignment 5: 15%

Assignment 6: 15%

Bible and Essay Discussion Forums: 20%
Peer review process: 20%

Primary writing assignments 1-3 will be completed in the fall semester, assignments 4-6 in the
spring semester. Each assignment will be due to the peer group at least one week before the
assignment deadline for review and response. An overview of units and portfolio projects is
below.



Course Schedule: Fall Semester
(Details about each assignment will be posted on Canvas)

FALL SEMESTER

Assignment 1:

Description

Goal: To provide a
"thick" description of
a situation or issue
that will challenge
you to reflect and

respond.

Assignment 2:
Research

Goal: To develop a
theological
bibliography that
will support your
theological
reflection on the
situation.

Weeks 8-10: ]udgmg

>

>

Assignment 3:
Theological
Reflection

Goal: To utilize
biblical, historical,
theological, and
pastoral resources to
interpret the chosen
situation
theologically.

Weeks 11-13: Judging

For Discussion Forums, your initial post is due the week it is assigned by Thursday at 11:59
p.m. Your replies to your group members are due 48 hours later (by Saturday at 11:59 p.m.).

All other work is due by Saturday at 11:59 pm. of the week it is assigned.

INT690 Senior Colloquy & Project (Fall Semester 2025)

Week Dates (Sun — | Texts/Lectures Assignments
Sat)
Week 1 | Aug 31— ® Synchronous Orientation (9/3  |e Forum: Introduce Yourself
Sept 6 at 6:30 p.m. US Central Time)  |e Forum: Isaiah 52
® Text: Isaiah 52
Week 2 | Sept 7 —Sept o Lecture: Practical Public e Forum: deGruchy
13 Theology
e Text: Gecan and Pierce
e Text: deGruchy
e Text: Poling
Week 3 | Sept 14 — ® Lecture: Seeing Christ in the e Forum: Isaiah 55
Sept 20 World e Forum: Nouwen McGrath
® Text: Isaiah 55 Discussion
e Text: Nouwen e Forum: Practice Review
e Text: McGrath
Week 4 | Sept 21 - e All reading and work in the [ Practice “Peer Reviewer” forum
Sept 27 “Becoming a Peer Reviewer” Start working on Assignment 1

Seeing




Week 5 | Sept 28 — e Lectures on choosing your case lo Submit for Peer Review:
Oct4 study Assignment 1 Seeing
Week 6 | Oct 5 —-Oct ® Peer Review: Assignment 1
11 Seeing for your group mates
Week 7 | Oct 12 — Oct ® Submit: Assignment 1 Seeing
18 Revised for Instructor Grading
Week 8 | Oct 19— 0Oct |e Lecture: Judging Forum: Isaiah 58
25 e Text: Isaiah 58 E Forum: Tanner Response
e Text: Tanner Submit for Peer Review:
Assignment 2 Theological
Bibliography
Week 9 | Oct 26 — Nov ® Peer Review: Assignment 2
1 Theological Bibliography for
your group mates
Week Nov 2 — Nov ® Submit: Assignment 2
10 8 Theological Bibliography
Revised for Instructor Grading
Week Nov 9 — Nov ® Submit for Peer Review:
11 15 Assignment 3 Theological Essay
Week Nov 16 — 29 ® Peer Review: Assignment 3
12 (2 weeks, Theological Essay for your group
includes mates
Thanksgiving
break)
Week Nov 30 — Dec ® Submit: Assignment 3
13 6 Theological Essay Revised for
Instructor Grading

Texts: All texts are either already uploaded to Canvas for the given week or will be discovered
by the student as part of their research for the assignments. No texts need to be purchased for

this course.
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Course Schedule: Spring Semester

(Details about each assignment will be posted on Canvas)

Assignm

Goal: To articulate a

proposed plan of
action and its

theological rationale

in response to this
situation.

ent 4:
Plan of Action

: & Assignment 5:

ommunication

Goal: To develop a
means to
communicate your
plan of action with
the affected

> community.

ent 6:
Reflection

Assignm

Goal: To reflect on
what you have
learned about
yourself, your
leadership and your
calling as a result of
this project.

Weeks 11-13: Reflecting

For Discussion Forums, your initial post is due the week it is assigned by Thursday at 11:59
p.m. Your replies to your group members are due 48 hours later (by Saturday at 11:59 p.m.).

All other work is due by Saturday at 11:59 pm. of the week it is assigned.

INT691 Senior Colloquy & Project (Spring Semester 2026)
Week Dates (Sun Texts/Lectures Assignments
through Sat)
Week 1 | Jan26—-Jan31 e Lecture: Acting Forum: Isaiah 61
e Text: Isaiah 61 Forum: Bedford Response
e Text: Bedford
Week2 | Feb1—-Feb7 @ Start Working on Assignment 4
Plan of Action
Week 3 | Feb 8 —Feb 14 @ Submit for Peer Review:
Assignment 4 Plan of Action
Week 4 | Feb 15—-Feb 21 @ Peer Review: Assignment 4 Plan
of Action for your group mates
Week 5 | Feb 22 — Feb 28 @ Submit: Assignment 4 Plan of
Action Revised for Instructor
Grading




Week 6 | March 1 - ® Lecture: Communication |® Forum: Isaiah 62
March 7 e Text: Isaiah 62 ® Forum: Dubus and Hoyt Response
e Text: Dubus
e Text: Hoyt
Week 7 | March 8 — e Start working on Assignment 5
March 14 Communication
Week 8 | March 15— e Submit for Peer Review:
March 21 Assignment 5 Communication
Week 9 | March 22 - ® Peer Review: Assignment 5
April 4 Communication for your group
(2 weeks, mates
includes Spring
Break)
Week April 5= April ® Submit: Assignment 5
10 11 Communication Revised for
Instructor Grading
Week April 12 — April je Lecture: Final Reflections @ Forum: Isaiah 65
11 18 e Text: Isaiah 65 ® Forum: Thurman Response
Text: Thurman
Week April 19 — April ® Submit: Assighment 6 Self-
12 25 Reflection for Instructor Grading

Academic Policies

This course follows all school academic policies and procedures, which can be accessed in their
entirety on the Registrar section of MyGETS at this
link: https://mygets.garrett.edu/ICS/Registrar and Advising/Common Syllabus Policies.jnz.

Course Policies

1. Excellence in Writing: Even though this is an evangelism course, everything you have learned
about good writing style still counts! Obtuse or inelegant writing in your essays will be reason
for a reduced grade. If you need help with your writing, please contact the instructor.

2. Intellectual Virtue: We are striving not only to learn about a subject, but to sharpen our
abilities to think critically. To do this, we must practice intellectual virtue by being open-
minded, straightforward and thoughtful in our spoken and written work. We show our Christian
scholarship not only by considering issues and questions that are central to our faith, but by


https://mygets.garrett.edu/ICS/Registrar_and_Advising/Common_Syllabus_Policies.jnz

being careful and respectful in our treatment of the authors of our texts, the ideas we discuss,
and the thoughts of our fellow classmates.

3. Late Work: Late work is not accepted in this course except in the case of emergencies.

4. Al Policy

Not Allowed Allowed with appropriate Allowed and no
acknowledgment acknowledgement needed

e Generative Al help with Language translation Editing, polishing, or

papers (generating topics, |¢ Language assistance for revising paper drafts
ideas, outlines, arguments) non-native English e Proofreading

o Generative Al help with speakers e Presentation design
writing (paraphrasing, o Citation generation
summarizing, generating e Research
language for assignments) e Note-taking

e Generative Al help with
reading (summarizing or Note: the professor used these
outlining reading tools in developing the course
assignments) material.

You must consult the professor(s) for uses not mentioned above.

To properly cite the use of Al in Chicago/Turabian style, access this link:
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/qanda/data/faq/topics/Documentation/fag0422.html.

Grade Scale - all assignments are graded out of 100 points

A 94-100

A- 90-93
(91.5)

B+ 87-89 (88)

B 84-86 (85)

B- 80-83
(81.5)

C+ 77-79 (78)

C 74-76 (75)

C- 70-73
(71.5)

D 60-69 (65)
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