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A dissertation proposal is due at the same time as the written qualifying exams (unless arrangements for another date have been made with the director) for approval by her or his committee. The student may request review and approval of the proposal at the time of qualifying exams or at a separate meeting of the committee scheduled within three months subsequent to the qualifying exams, specifically for consideration of the proposal. 

1. The dissertation proposal is made up of (a) the thesis statement, (b) tentative table of contents, and (c) a basic bibliography.

a) The thesis statement is 5-8 double-spaced pages in length and makes a case for the projected research:  What is the topic?  Why is it important and why is it necessary?  On what previous research does it build and how does it extend that research?  How is it to be done (methodology)?  What primary evidence is available or will be generated?  What secondary literature is relevant?  What is the anticipated “original contribution to knowledge”?  How long will the research and writing take?  What graduation date is projected?

b) The table of contents and outline define the structure of the research and arguments. This outline is provisional yet important. The course of the research may require adjustments.  If significant changes in the research program are indicated, there must be consultation with the advisor and/or director.

c) The bibliography lists primary sources and scholarly literature which is important and representative (not exhaustive).  The usual length is one or two pages.

2. All dissertation proposals which involve research with human subjects must be approved by the Human Subjects Research Review Committee. Detailed information is available at the end of this handbook.

3. Students are expected to follow style manual guidelines outlined below:

a) Turabian, Kate.  A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and    Dissertations. 7th Edition.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007.

b) American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication Manual of American Psychological Association.  (5th ed.) Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association.

c) Chicago Manual of Style. 15th edition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003.

d) Guidelines recommended by individual professors based on the standards of their learned societies, or as their preference of a. or b. above.

