THEO 500: Introduction to Theology (Online)
Instructor:
Teaching Assistant:

Dr. Brian Bantum
Bryson White

Contact:

brian.bantum@garrett.edu
bryson.white@garrett.edu

Of ce Hours:

by appointment

Meetings/Schedule:
September 13-December 13, Mondays 7–9pm. Synchronous online meetings. Roughly once
a month you will have the option to gather in person, on campus for class. For those who still
need to attend online, we will host the session online as well.
Course Rhythms: On Monday of each week we will gather to discuss questions, topics of
interest, or engage in some exercises. In addition to the assigned readings I will also provide
a lecture (in audio and text formats). The weekly meetings will center on the weeks’ lecture
and readings. We will not meet on Monday September 6th (Labor Day) so you are expected
to begin reading and come to class on September 13 with questions and thoughts on the
weeks ideas.
A typical week would be: Tuesday through Friday, listen (or read) the lecture for the week,
read the assigned texts. Saturday or Sunday re ect on concepts that were confusing, write
down a few key quotes you found provocative or challenging or confusing and write a
paragraph or two on why you chose those quotes (see assignments below). On Monday we
will gather and I will share a few thoughts to begin and we will then begin to work through
some of the questions/comments. This timing is not strict, but it should give you a sense of
the progression I would like you to work through during the week. Our gatherings will not be
about disseminating information, but asking questions, thinking together and learning
through the collective questions of the class. This assumes you have engaged the lecture and
the readings and come to Mondays prepared to think through connections, differences, and
underlying concerns.
You may have noticed the course is formally listed as meeting from 6:30pm-9:30pm. But part
of our instruction will be given through pre-recorded lectures and that accounts for the time
we will not meet in person. The class will meet each week from 7-9pm.
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I will be online each week for about 15-20 minutes before and after class for students who
might want to ask questions or connect with each other or just sit and watch other people eat
and drink and read.

I will be available for “of ce hours” by appointment throughout the semester. Email me to
arrange a time.
Course Description:
Christian theology is the purposeful re ection upon God and God’s world. Our beliefs about
who God is (or is not) are bound to the way we live and who we live among. Theology shapes
us as we struggle to discern the meaning of our lives in relationship to God, to one another,
and to creation itself. This course serves as a starting point in exploring the questions,
approaches and themes of systematic and constructive theologies.
By systematic I mean there is an interrelationship between the beliefs and doctrines that
shape Christian faith. Sometimes these doctrines are explicit and sometimes they are implicit.
But our faith and lives as disciples are animated by how we describe who God is, what we
believe creation to be, what are human beings, what has gone wrong in our world and what
does God do to “save” or “heal” or “restore” or “judge.” Depending on the phrase we
associate with salvation we already see implicit assumptions about who God is and what’s
gone wrong. Systematic theology is the process of thinking about these interrelationships
with respect to who we believe God to be, and who we believe our ourselves to be.
By constructive I mean that theology is not simply a process of describing what others have
said, the systems that some traditions or denominations or believers have articulated over
time. While there are many ways of describing constructive theology, my invocation of thee
term implies that theology is a creative and co-creative process. Theology is a way of being
and a way of describing that draws from the descriptions, problems, formulas, and
performances of theology that precede, but also speaks from its moment. In this speaking, we
draw from the artists, theories, sciences, and histories that help us to describe our moment
more faithfully and then discern what it might mean to say that God is acting and present in
our moment.
And by theologies I mean that descriptions of God working in this world are always multiple.
Sometimes they intersect, sometimes they are in conversation, and sometimes they are in
opposition. If we confess that our God is transcendent, that God is one who cannot be known
or captured within our language or knowledge or experience, then we might begin to open
ourselves to all of these descriptions as offering us an insight into who God is. And yet we are
also confronted by a God who brings a people into being, who is called by a name, who has a
particularity, a personhood. How do we begin to discern who God is in the midst of this
transcendence and personhood?
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Throughout this course we will examine theology through many of the central doctrines of
Christian confession (God, creation, humanity, the fall, Christology, etc.), attending to various
treatments (or lack of treatment) of these doctrines, and the historical development of early
creeds and confessions.

In addition to comparing theological claims and descriptions we will also endeavor to
construct or speak of God and God’s world in light of these descriptions, asking how our
theological work might contribute to drawing people into a deeper sense of God in their
midst. In this class students will:

-Examine differences and similarities in various theological systems/descriptions.
-Identify interrelationships between doctrinal claims within theological systems.
-Understand theological ideas as having a history and examining several examples,
particularly regarding Christology.

-Draw upon theological descriptions to articulate an emerging constructive/systematic
theology

Reading/Texts
• Pamela Lightsey. Our Lives Matter: A Womanist Queer Theology. Eugene; Pickwick, 2015
[isbn: 978-1498206648; Amazon, $18.00]
• Dorothy Soelle. Thinking About God: An Introduction to Theology. Eugene, OR: Wipf and
Stock, 2015 [isbn: 978-1498295765, Amazon, $18.59]
• Brian Bantum. The Death of Race: Building a New Christianity in a Racial World.
Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2016. [isbn: 978-1506408880, Fortress, $16.99]
• Additional readings will be available on Moodle
Grading/Assignments
Weekly Quotes and Questions (20%): Each week you will be responsible for identifying at
least two quotes that speak to the central question of the week. These passages might be
particularly dif cult, or enlightening. Post these quotes along with a brief description of why
you chose those passages (100-150 words) and a question that you have about the passage,
or that arises from those passages. Q/Q’s are due Monday night of each week by 5pm. On
Tuesday our discussion session will be centered primarily on the questions/issues you raise in
your forum posts. Posts are graded on a credit/no credit basis. 12 posts=95; 11 =85; 10 =75;
9 = 65; 8=55.
Critical Pastoral Response (40%): The midterm assignment will provide an opportunity to
examine three theologians and their understand of a single theological doctrine. The aim
here is to consider how their “system” hangs together, what problems it tries to address, and
what it begins to point to in terms of who God is and what the Christian life ought to look like.
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Visual Theology Projects (40%): The visual theology project will guide you through a series of
exercises that ask you to connect critical re ection on theological concepts with re ective
practices of creation and meditation. These exercises will not be graded on “artistic” ability,

but rather the quality of re ection and connections demonstrated, and how those re ect an
understanding of critical concepts. More information will follow in the coming weeks. Due
December 13.

Schedule
On September 8th we will begin with a brief welcome and introduction to the course,
assignments, structure, etc. Each week you will be asked to a) listen to a brief lecture posted
to Moodle, b) read the assigned texts for the week and c) prepare two quotes and a question
that the readings or lecture raised for you.
*the readings may change based on availability of texts due to library closure. We will
keep everyone posted with at least two weeks notice if there are any changes.
Week 1 (September 13Central Question: What is theology? What shapes our ideas about God?
Readings:
Soelle, Ch. 1-4
Oduyoye, Ch. 2
Lightsey, Ch. 1
Week 2 (September 20)
What is Theology (cont.): Theology and Identity
Readings:
Bantum, Ch. 1
W.E.B. DuBois, Souls of Black Folk
Week 3 (September 22)
Central Question: Who is God?
Readings:
Barth, “The Jewish Problem and the Christian Answer”
Bantum Ch. 1
Oduyoye, Ch. 3
Lightsey, Ch. 4
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Week 4 (September 27)
Central Question: What is creation? Who is the one who creates?

Readings:
Deloria, “The Problem of Creation”
Curtice,
Ware, “The God Who Creates”
Week 5 ( October 4)
Central Question: One God, Three Persons?
Readings:
Nicene Creed
Tanner, “Trinity”
Week 6 (October 11)
Central Question: What is the human being?
Readings:
Bantum Ch. 2
Lightsey, Ch. 7
Soelle, Ch. 5
Week 7 (October 18)
Central Question: What happened to God’s good creation? What went wrong?
Readings:
Bonhoeffer, “The Fall”
Bantum, Ch. 3
Soelle, Ch. 6
Lightsey, Ch. 2-3
Week 8 (October 25)
Central Question: What child is this? Who is Jesus?
Readings:
James Cone, “Black Power and Black Theology”
Howard Thurman, “Jesus and the Disinherited”
Oduyoye, Ch. 4
Bantum, Ch. 4
Soelle, Ch. 7-8
Week 9 (November 1)
Central Question: How does Jesus save? What is salvation?

Readings:
Turman, “Womanist Christologies”
Ireneaus
Miles, Early Church Christologies
Athanasius, On the Incarnation
Thurman, “Love”
Week 10 (November 8)
Central Question: Redemption of death
Readings:
Bantum Ch. 5
Bonaventure, Tree of Life
Oduyoye, Ch. 3
Soelle, Ch. 11
Week 11 (November 15)
Central Question: Resurrection. What of our bodies? New creation?
Readings:
Oduyoye, Ch. 8
Bantum Ch. 6
Week 12 (November 22) (no class, break)
There are no assignments for this week.
Rest, walk, catch up on work, get ahead on work, breathe, enjoy.
Week 13 (November 29)
Central Question: What is the church? What is this new creation?
Readings:
Oduyoye, Ch. 6
Bantum Ch. 7-8
Soelle, Ch. 12-13
Week 14 (December 6)
Central Question: What are the ways we participate in this new creation?
Readings:
Soelle, Ch. 14
Bonhoeffer, On Baptism
Mennonite Confession of Baptism

Week 15 (December 13)
Central Question: What is our life now? What will it be? The ends and beginnings.
Readings:
Teresa of Avila, Interior Castle
Bantum, Epilogue.
Soelle, Ch. 15

