Spring 2026 Draft 3 Credit Hours

INTRODUCTION TO THEOLOGY

THEO 500-A
Instructor: Timothy R. Eberhart Time: Tuesdays 8:00-11:00am
Email: timothy.eberhart@garrett.edu Office Phone: 847-866-3972
Office Hours: By Email Appointment Modality: Online Synchronous

Course Description

This course provides an introduction to many of the primary approaches, tasks, problems, and
gifts related to systematic Christian theological reflection. Students survey the major doctrinal
areas of reflection — e.g. Creation, Christology, Ecclesiology — from a variety of theological
perspectives and explore implications for faithful living, Christian mission and witness, and
critical issues facing the world’s peoples today.

Netiquette: Please join the Zoom classroom from a private, quite location to eliminate all
potential background noise or visual disruptions. You will want to test your microphone and
video settings beforehand to ensure that all technical aspects are working properly, you are set up
correctly, and you are fully prepared to participate in class. We will take two 15-minute breaks,
but otherwise, you are expected be as present and engaged as you would for a traditional in-
person course.

A few helpful tips on online presence:

e clevate your camera so that you are looking straight into rather than down upon the
camera

center yourself on the screen, neither too close nor too far

set up a light source in front of instead of behind you

mute your microphone when not speaking — and unmute to speak ©

reduce distractions to you and others (e.g. ringing cell phone, barking dog, checking
email/social media/browsing)

e when technical difficulties occur, be patient and gracious with others and yourself

Course Objectives

Knowing — To understand key themes and questions within the major doctrinal loci of the
Christian faith and life, to grasp the interconnected nature of theological claims, and to
comprehend the variety of approaches to theological reflection today.

Doing — To acquire basic skills in identifying, analyzing, and integrating theological claims, to
gain competence articulating the practical implications of any particular theological affirmation,



and to increase confidence participating in theological reflection at the levels of interpersonal
conversation, ecclesial ministry, social criticism, and public engagement.

Being — To broaden one’s perspective on the complexity and promise of theological work, to
nurture habits of prayerful discernment, self-critical humility, intellectual rigor, playful curiosity,
and gracious hospitality necessary for theological engagement with others, and ultimately to
deepen one’s love of God and neighbor and one’s faithfulness to God’s work of righteousness in
and for the world.
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