
Spring 2026 Draft                    3 Credit Hours     
      

INTRODUCTION TO THEOLOGY 
THEO 500-A  

 
 
Instructor: Timothy R. Eberhart        Time: Tuesdays 8:00-11:00am     
Email: timothy.eberhart@garrett.edu         Office Phone: 847-866-3972 
Office Hours: By Email Appointment        Modality: Online Synchronous   
 
 
Course Description 
 
This course provides an introduction to many of the primary approaches, tasks, problems, and 
gifts related to systematic Christian theological reflection. Students survey the major doctrinal 
areas of reflection – e.g. Creation, Christology, Ecclesiology – from a variety of theological 
perspectives and explore implications for faithful living, Christian mission and witness, and 
critical issues facing the world’s peoples today.   
 
Netiquette: Please join the Zoom classroom from a private, quite location to eliminate all 
potential background noise or visual disruptions. You will want to test your microphone and 
video settings beforehand to ensure that all technical aspects are working properly, you are set up 
correctly, and you are fully prepared to participate in class. We will take two 15-minute breaks, 
but otherwise, you are expected be as present and engaged as you would for a traditional in-
person course.  
 
A few helpful tips on online presence: 
 

 elevate your camera so that you are looking straight into rather than down upon the 
camera 

 center yourself on the screen, neither too close nor too far 
 set up a light source in front of instead of behind you 
 mute your microphone when not speaking – and unmute to speak   
 reduce distractions to you and others (e.g. ringing cell phone, barking dog, checking 

email/social media/browsing)        
 when technical difficulties occur, be patient and gracious with others and yourself      

 
 
Course Objectives 
 
Knowing – To understand key themes and questions within the major doctrinal loci of the 
Christian faith and life, to grasp the interconnected nature of theological claims, and to 
comprehend the variety of approaches to theological reflection today.       
 
Doing – To acquire basic skills in identifying, analyzing, and integrating theological claims, to 
gain competence articulating the practical implications of any particular theological affirmation, 



and to increase confidence participating in theological reflection at the levels of interpersonal 
conversation, ecclesial ministry, social criticism, and public engagement.       
 
Being – To broaden one’s perspective on the complexity and promise of theological work, to 
nurture habits of prayerful discernment, self-critical humility, intellectual rigor, playful curiosity, 
and gracious hospitality necessary for theological engagement with others, and ultimately to 
deepen one’s love of God and neighbor and one’s faithfulness to God’s work of righteousness in 
and for the world.       
 
 
Required Texts 
 
Morse, Christopher.  Not Every Spirit: A Dogmatics of Christian Disbelief, 2nd Edition. T & T 
Clark, 2009 (ISBN: 9780567027436).  
 
 

Selected Readings (Made Available as PDF Chapters in Canvas)  
 
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Letters and Papers From Prison. Works, Volume 8. Minneapolis: Fortress 
Press, 2010.  
 
Cone, James H. A Black Theology of Liberation. 40th anniversary ed. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis 
Books, 2010.   
 
Barth, Karl. Dogmatics in Outline. New York: Harper Perennial, 1959. 
 
LaCugna, Catherine Mowry. Freeing Theology: The Essentials of Theology in Feminist 
Perspective. Edited by Catherine Mowry LaCugna. New York: HarperOne, 1993.  
 
Suchocki, Marjorie Hewitt. God, Christ, Church: A Practical Guide to Process Theology. NY:  
Crossroad, 1989.  
 
Isasi-Díaz, Ada María. Mujerista Theology: A Theology for the Twenty-First Century. 
Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1996.  
 
Sölle, Dorothee. Thinking About God: An Introduction to Theology. London: SCM Press, 1990. 
 
Moltmann, Jürgen. The Source of Life: The Holy Spirit and the Theology of Life. Minneapolis:  
Fortress Press, 1997.   
 
Cheng, Patrick. From Sin to Amazing Grace: Discovering the Queer Christ. New York: Seabury 
Books, 2012.   
 
Knitter, Paul F. and DiNoia, J.A. “What About Them? Christians and Non-Christians” in 
Placher, William C. Essentials of Christian Theology. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox 
Press, 2003.  



 
Panikkar, Raimundo. “The Jordan, the Tiber, and the Ganges: Three Kairological Moments of 
Christic Self-Consciousness” in John Hick and Paul Knitter. The Myth of Christian Uniqueness: 
Toward a Pluralistic Theology of Religions. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1987. 
 
Wright, N.T. Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the 
Church. New York: HarperOne, 2008. 
 
Rieger, Joerg and Kwok Pui-lan. Occupy Religion: Theology of the Multitude. Lanham, MD: 
Rowman & Littlefield Pub., 2012. 
 


