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DRAFT 
THEO 660- Readings in John and Charles Wesley 

Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 
Spring 2026, Tuesdays 6:30-9:30 PM 

Barry E. Bryant, Ph.D 
Associate Professor of United Methodist and Wesleyan Studies 

Appointments, F2F or MS Teams 
Shaffer Hall, Room 733  

Office Phone: (847) 866-3955  
barry.bryant@garrett.edu 

 

A Note on Course Modality and the Syllabus 

This course is being offered in a blended-synchronous modality. For a description of modalities 

see, https://mygets.garrett.edu/ICS/Courses_and_Syllabi/Course_Schedule/. A blended-

synchronous course means students may take it either online or in person synchronously, 

however a student must decide which modality will be used as once a student appears online it 

will be counted as an online course.  

This syllabus is exceptionally long and detailed, including step-by-step instructions for navigating 

the course in Canvas and detailed explanations of what the graded assignments entail. The 

syllabus will establish policies for the course while Canvas will provide much of the instruction 

and content. Please be certain to familiarize yourself thoroughly with the syllabus and Canvas 

before the start date of class. All the information you need is there. Prior to contacting the 

instructor about the course, check the syllabus and Canvas to see if the information you want is 

already there. 

While every attempt will be made to follow the syllabus as written, given the changing nature of 

any given semester, especially during a pandemic, it may mean that some modifications to the 

course will be made along the way. In this case, the changes will be made on Canvas and emails 

will be sent to alert you to these changes. Please track your garrett.edu email accounts regularly 

for emails regarding the course. 

Navigating the Course 

Since this course will be taught on-line, please note the following:  

1) Much of the course material will be posted on Canvas.  
2) Note that each section consists of assignments and deadlines.   
3) The course will be delivered through the Canvas software Garrett-Evangelical uses 

(https://courses.garrett.edu). Please be certain you can log on to Canvas before the 
course begins. Report any access issues to the registrar and the IT department. Once it 
is available, the course name will appear on your Canvas list. 

Technology Notes 

Given the modality of this course, you will need to be certain you have sufficient technological 

ability to access and participate. This is the student’s responsibility. The instructor will assume 

this and is not obligated to take technological difficulties into account when assessing the 

student’s work.  

Minimum technological requirements 

• Web Browser – You will need the latest version of the web browser you are using 

(Internet Explorer, Firefox, Safari, Google Chrome, etc.). Not all browsers work equally 
well with Canvas, so you may need to experiment with them if you have difficulty using all 
the functions on the site.  

• Operating System – In order to use the latest browser, you must have an operating 

system (Windows, Mac OS, etc.) that is up to date enough to handle it. 

• Internet Connection – A high-speed internet connection that is sufficient to run 

streaming video with no difficulty will suffice. Usually, cable and DSL connections can do 
this. Dial up cannot. If your home internet connection is not sufficient to provide this kind 

mailto:barry.bryant@garrett.edu
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of connection you will need to find access to a computer or internet service provider that 
does. 

• Hardware – Keep in mind that you will also need sufficient computing power in terms of 

memory, speed, audio, and video for the different aspects of this course to work well. 
Make certain that you have all of these in place so that you can run the necessary 
software and fully participate on-line. 

• MS Teams – Please make certain you have a stable enough connection to sustain MS 

Teams and familiarize yourself with it.  
 

Academic Policies 

This course follows all school academic policies and procedures, which can be accessed 

in their entirety on the Registrar section of MyGETS at this link: 

https://mygets.garrett.edu/ICS/Registrar_and_Advising/Common_Syllabus_Policies.jnz.

All students are required to abide by the academic policies detailed in the Academic 

Handbook for the current academic year.  

Artificial Intelligence 

Please be aware that all papers submitted to Turnitin are subjected to an evaluation of 

AI use. This course uses and disallows AI in the following ways: 

Not Allowed   Allowed with appropriate 

acknowledgment   

Allowed and no 

acknowledgement needed  

• Generative AI help with 
papers (generating topics, 
ideas, outlines, 
arguments)  

• Generative AI help with 
writing (paraphrasing, 
summarizing, generating 
language for 
assignments)    

• Generative AI help with 
reading (summarizing or 
outlining reading 
assignments)   

• Language translation  

• Language assistance for non-
native English speakers  

• Editing, polishing, or revising 
paper drafts   

• Proofreading   

• Presentation 
design  

• Citation generation  
• Research  
• Note-taking    

You must consult the professor(s) for uses not mentioned above.   

To properly cite the use of AI in Chicago/Turabian style, access this link: 

https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/qanda/data/faq/topics/Documentation/faq0422.html.   

CEQ’s 

• At the end of the course you are required to complete a course evaluation 
questionnaire (CEQ).  

• These are anonymous and are not delivered to Dr. Bryant until grades are 
posted.  
They are found on Moodle with directions and further instructions will be sent by 

email at the end of the term. 

The following policies are of particular importance to the successful completion of one’s 

coursework: 

 

https://mygets.garrett.edu/ICS/Registrar_and_Advising/Common_Syllabus_Policies.jnz
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/qanda/data/faq/topics/Documentation/faq0422.html
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Writing 

• Academic integrity and plagiarism: (See AY 2324 Handbook, 13, 69-75) All professors are  

required to respond to all suspected incidents of academic dishonesty, especially plagiarism.  
Repeated incidents of plagiarism or academic dishonesty may result in dismissal from the  

school.  
• Writing and citations: The Turabian Manual for Writers and the Chicago Manual of Style  
footnote/bibliography format provide the standard formats for all introductory courses. Basic  
information on these formats is available online here. In advanced courses an instructor may  

require another style guide appropriate to the discipline (such as APA). (AY 2324 Handbook, 74-
75)  
• Writing Support: The Writing Center at Garrett-Evangelical offers programs to  

support all students’ theological research and writing. To find out more, see the Writing Center  
Canvas site: <https://courses.garrett.edu/course/view.php?id=1137>. Contact the Writing  
Center for more detailed information <writing.center@garrett.edu>.  

To properly cite the use of AI in Chicago/Turabian style access -

https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/qanda/data/faq/topics/Documentation/faq0422.html 

Attendance and Class Participation 

Inclusivity/Diversity: The basic commitments of the seminary to mutual love and searching for the 

truth in Christ lead to a principle that, in the classroom and in course assignments, persons are 

always to be respected and ideas are to be freely discussed. All participants in the teaching-

learning process have an obligation to honor and respect varying perspectives on relevant issues. 

(AY 2324 Handbook, 10)  

Attendance and lateness policies: Attendance is required. Students who miss more than 20% of 

the class sessions (e.g., more than 2 classes in the weekly schedule, or a proportionate amount 

for other class formats) should not expect to pass the class. (AY 2324 Handbook, 20)  

All cell phones should be silenced during the whole of a class session and any other IT should 

not disrupt the class.   

Academic Accommodations 
Student accommodations for documented conditions should be developed and requested  

before the beginning of the semester. See the Accessibility, Special Needs, and Disabilities policy 

and process set out in the Academic Handbook (AY 2324 Handbook, 13) and the Academic 

Accommodations section on https://www.garrett.edu/life-at-garrett/student-services/accessfor-

students-with-disabilities/.  

Extensions: For Masters students, extensions, if granted, are normally for four weeks  

following the last day of class in spring and fall semesters or the final due date for coursework  

for January and summer terms. Extensions may not exceed three months following the end of  

the term. (AY 2324 Handbook, 21)  

Course Policies 

1. Excellence in Writing: Even though this is an UM Studies course, everything you have 

learned about good writing style still counts. Obtuse or inelegant writing in your essays will be 

reason for a reduced grade. If you need help with your writing, please contact Dr. Bryant. 

2. Intellectual Virtue: We are striving not only to learn about a subject, but to sharpen our 

abilities to think critically. To do this, we must practice intellectual virtue by being open-minded, 

straightforward, and thoughtful in our spoken and written work. We show our Christian 

scholarship not only by considering issues and questions that are central to our faith, but by being 

careful and respectful in our treatment of the authors of our texts, the ideas we discuss, and the 

thoughts of our fellow classmates. 

3. Late Work: Late work without the instructor’s written permission (via email) is not accepted in 

this course.  
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Required Attendance and Participation 

While no points will be given for attendance, due to the nature of the course’s scheduling, a 

deduction in grade will be given for absences.  Missing more than 6 hours of class will result in 

failure.  Preparation and participation are also essential.   

 

Course Description 

Purpose 

This class will be an exercise in historical theology and expose the student to a variety of 

literary genres from the works of John and Charles Wesley, around the loci of knowing, 

being, and doing, while focusing on themes such as theological epistemology and doctrine, 

Christian discipleship and ministry, and social ethics.   

Student learning outcomes 

Through reading and exploring the variety of literary genres in the works of John and Charles 

Wesley, students will:  

1. identify some of the primary theological themes in these writings such as discipleship, 

doctrine, philosophy, social reform, evangelism, and the Sacraments;  

2. track and analyze at least one theological theme through the various genres of the 

Wesleys’ written works and the variety of literary genres such sermons, hymns, treatises, 

tracts, and other monographs;  

3. examine, in some detail, a particular theological or historical question that arises from 

these readings and develop an argument in conversation with these source materials.  

Required Reading 

The primary documents will be assigned weekly and found in the digital collections of the 

library and on Canvas. 

 

Kimbrough, S T, The Lyrical Theology of Charles Wesley, Expanded Edition: A Reader. 

Cascade Books, 2021. ASIN- B08X7KNZJY, Kindle, $9.99. 

Supplemental Reading 

Baker, Frank, Albert Outler, et al. The Works of John Wesley. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 
1984-. 

Wesley, John. The Journal of the Rev. John Wesley; Enlarged from Original Mss., with Notes 
from Unpublished Diaries, Annotations, Maps, and Illustrations. Edited by Nehemiah 
Curnock, Assisted by Experts, 1916. 

Wesley, John. The Works of John Wesley. 3rd (1872) ed. Jackson, Thomas, ed. 14 vols. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book House, 1979. 

Wesley, John, John Telford, ed. The Letters of the Rev. John Wesley, A.M. London: The 
Epworth Press,1931. 

Wesley, Charles. The Journal of Charles Wesley. 2 vols.  Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press of 
Kansas City, 1980. 

Wesley, Charles, Frank Baker, Richard P. Heitzenrater, and Randy L. Maddox. The Journal 
Letters and Related Biographical Items of the Reverend Charles Wesley, M.A. 
Nashville, Tennessee: Kingswood Books, 2018. 

Wesley, John. Explanatory Notes upon the New Testament. 2 vols.  Grand Rapids: Baker 
Book House, 1981.  

Wesley, John.  Explanatory Notes upon the Old Testament. 3 vols. Salem, Ohio: Schmul 
Publishers, 1975. 

Requirements 

1. Fora- Students will be expected to participate in each forum on Canvas and to bring no 

fewer than three relevant questions pertaining to the reading of the day for class 

discussion (15% of final grade). 
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2. Readings- Each student will take a turn presenting a summary of the reading material 

for the week. Although it is not required, this presentation may utilize multi-media and 

information technology resources such as Power Point, the Internet, etc.  (25% of final 

grade). For M.Div. students prepare to read an approximate average of 100 pages of the 

documents per week. For Ph.D. students be prepared to read approximate average of 

200 pages of the documents per week.  

3. Research paper- Each student shall consult with the instructor in selecting a topic for a 

research paper. The proposal should be no more than two pages in length and should 

include research questions, the genres utilized for the paper, the challenges the genres 

present, and a thesis statement (20% of final grade). The research paper for Ph. D. 

students should be 7000 words, +-10%; and M. Div. Students, 4000 words, +-10%. The 

final paper will consist of 40% of the final grade. The grading rationale may be seen 

below. Due dates for this will be determined.  

Bibliography 

Baker, Frank, ed.  A Union Catalogue of the Publications of John and Charles Wesley. 2nd 

ed. Stone Mountain, GA: George Zimmerman, 1991.  

Green, Richard.  The Works of John and Charles Wesley: A Bibliography. London: Kelly, 

1896.  (This should have been emailed to you so if you don’t have it contact Dr. 

Bryant.) 

 

Proposed Class Schedule 

Session 1 The Bibliography of Works 

Some attention will be given to the Green catalogue and the variety of 

publications produced by the Wesleys. This will expose you to plethora of 

topics and theological loci that you may want to explore in the final paper. 

Be prepared on the first day of class to discuss this.  

A Styberg Excursion 

Session 2 The Narrative Material 

Journal of John Wesley   
Journal of Charles Wesley 

Engage in a theological reflection on this material using Scripture, tradition, 

reason, and experience.  How and in what ways did Wesley’s theology 

develop, or change, during this period? 

Session 2 The “Conversational” Material 

Minutes of Some Late Conversations, I-IV 

Minutes of Several Conversations  

What were the major theological themes discussed in these conversations? 

Session 4 The Polemical Material 

An Earnest Appeal to Men of Reason and Religion  

A Farther Appeal to Men of Reason and Religion, Part I 

Sermon 37  “The Nature of Enthusiasm” 

What was at stake for Wesley in the writing of the Appeals? 

Session 5 Methodist Identity 

The Character of a Methodist 

A Short History of Methodism 

Advice to the People Called Methodist 

The Principles of a Methodist 
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A Letter to a Clergyman 

Sermon 75 “On Schism” 

Exactly what is the nature of a Methodist according to Wesley? How was it 

different from Anglicanism? 

Session 6 The Controversial Material 

Controversy with the Quietists and Calvinists 

Predestination Calmly Considered 

A Dialogue between a Predestinarian and his Friend 

Serious Thoughts upon the Perseverance of the Saints 

Thoughts on the Imputed Righteousness of Christ 

The question, “What is an Arminian?” answered. By a Lover of Free Grace” 

Thoughts upon God’s Sovereignty 

Sermon 67 “On Divine Providence” 

Sermon 58 “On Predestination” 

Sermon 53 “The Death of George Whitefield” 

What were the major controversies that confronted the Wesleys? 

Session 7 Wesleyan Epistemology 

Compendium of Logic 

Extract of Peter Brown  

Critique of Locke 

What was the epistemological foundation for JW’s theology? 

Session 8 Christian Formation 

A Plain Account of Christian Perfection 

Brief Thoughts on Christian Perfection 

On Christian Perfection. To the Rev. Mr. Dodd 

An Answer to the Rev. Mr. Dodd 

Rules for Societies 

What were the soteriological issues addressed in these documents?  

Evangelistic Material 

An Estimate of The Manners of the Present Times 

Sermon 52 “The Reformation of Manners” 

A Word to a Sabbath-Breaker 

A Word to a Swearer 

A Word to a Drunkard 

A Word to an Unhappy Woman 

A Word to a Smuggler 

A Word to a Condemned Malefactor 

A Word in Season: Or, Advice to an Englishman 

A Word to a Protestant 

A Word to a Freeholder 

Advice to a Soldier 

Sermon 142 “The Wisdom of Winning Souls” 

A Collection of Forms of Prayer, for every Day of the Week 

A Collection of Prayers for Families 

Prayers for Children 

Sermon 94 “On Family Religion” 
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What are the implications of this material on Wesley’s understanding of 

“evangelism”?   

 Session 9 The Political Material 

How far is it the duty of a Christian Minister to Preach Politics? 

Thoughts Upon Liberty 

Thoughts Concerning the Origin of Power 

A Calm Address to our American Colonies 

Some Observations on Liberty 

Sermon 102 “Of Former Times” 

What does this say about JW’s social ethic and the engagement of Christ 

and culture?   

Session 10 The Sacramental Material and Means of Grace Material 

Instructions for Children 

Thoughts Upon Baptism 

A Companion for the Altar  

Hymns on the Lord’s Supper (1745) 

Sermon 101 “The Duty of Constant Communion” 

Sermon 104 “On Attending the Church Service” 

Sermon 97 “On Obedience to Pastors” 

“The Means of Grace” 

How does Wesley balance his sacramental theology with his ecclesiology?   

Session 11 The Social Reform Material 

Wesley on Slavery, Poverty, and Prisons  

Sermon 28 “Upon Our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount” 

Sermon 50 “The Use of Money” 

Sermon 51 “The Good Steward” 

Sermon 108  “On Riches” 

Sermon 115 “Dives and Lazarus” 

Sermon 131 “The Danger of Increasing Riches” 

Sermon 122 “Causes of the Inefficacy of Christianity” 

Sermon 126 “On Worldly Folly”  

Sermon 84 “The Important Question” 

Thoughts on the Present Scarcity of Provisions 

Thoughts on Slavery 

Hymns for Condemned Malefactors 

What were the Wesleys’ attitudes on slavery, prisons, and poverty? 

Session 12 The Extracted Material 

The Arminian Magazine 

The Christian Library 

The Natural Philosophy 

The Primitive Physic 

Session 13 The Hymns 

Charles Wesley and the hymns as ‘practical divinity.’ 

Note the Duke collection on Canvas. 
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Grading Rationale 

S
c
o

re
 

L
e

v
e

ls
 

Content Conventions Organization 

A 

▪ Is well thought out and supports 

the solution to the challenge or 

question 

▪ Reflects application of critical 

thinking 

▪ Has clear goal that is related to the 

topic 

▪ Is pulled from a variety of sources 

▪ Is accurate 

▪ No spelling, 

grammatical, or 

punctuation errors 

▪ High-level use of 

vocabulary and word 

choice 

▪ Information is clearly 

focused in an organized 

and thoughtful manner. 

▪ Information is 

constructed in a logical 

pattern to support the 

solution. 

B 

▪ Is well thought out and supports 

the solution 

▪ Has application of critical thinking 

that is apparent 

▪ Has clear goal that is related to the 

topic 

▪ Is pulled from several sources 

▪ Is accurate 

▪ Few (1 to 3) spelling, 

grammatical, or 

punctuation errors 

▪ Good use of 

vocabulary and word 

choice 

 

▪ Information supports the 

solution to the challenge 

or question. 

C 

▪ Supports the solution 

▪ Has application of critical thinking 

that is apparent 

▪ Has no clear goal 

▪ Is pulled from a limited number of 

sources 

▪ Has some factual errors or 

inconsistencies 

▪ Minimal (3 to 5) 

spelling, grammatical, 

or punctuation errors 

▪ Low-level use of 

vocabulary and word 

choice 

▪ Project has a focus but 

might stray from it at 

times. 

▪ Information appears to 

have a pattern, but the 

pattern is not 

consistently carried out 

in the project. 

▪ Information loosely 

supports the solution. 

D 

▪ Provides inconsistent information 

for solution 

▪ Has no apparent application of 

critical thinking 

▪ Has no clear goal 

▪ Is pulled from few sources 

▪ Has significant factual errors, 

misconceptions, or 

misinterpretations 

▪ More than 5 spelling, 

grammatical, or 

punctuation errors 

▪ Poor use of 

vocabulary and word 

choice 

▪ Content is unfocused 

and haphazard. 

▪ Information does not 

support the solution to 

the challenge or 

question. 

▪ Information has no 

apparent pattern. 

 


